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What We Have Seen and Heard’: A Pastoral Letter on 

Evangelization from the Black Bishops of the United States 

(1984): “Evangelization is both call and response. It is the call 

of Jesus reverberating down through the centuries, “Go into 

the whole world and proclaim the good news to all creation” 

(Mark 15:16).  The response is: “Conduct yourselves, then, in a 

way worthy of the gospel of Christ” (Philippians 1:27). 

Evangelization means not only preaching but witnessing, not 

only conversion but renewal, not only entry into the 

community but the building up of the community, not only 

hearing the word but sharing it.” 

 

Address to the Black Catholic Community (John Paul, II, 1987, 

New Orleans): “Dear brothers and sisters: your black cultural 

heritage enriches the Church and makes her witness of 

universality more complete. In a real way the Church needs 

you, just as you need the Church, for you are part of the 

Church and the Church is part of you. As you continue to place 

this heritage at the service of the whole Church for the spread 

of the Gospel, the Holy Spirit himself will continue through 

you his work of evangelization.” 

 

Address to the USCCB, (Sr. Thea Bowman, FSPA, 1989): “What does 

it mean to be Black and Catholic? It means that I come to my Church 

fully functioning…I bring myself, my black self – all that I am, all that 

I have, all that I hope to become. I bring my whole history, my 

traditions, my experience, my culture, my African American song, 

dance, gesture, movement, preaching, teaching, healing and 

responsibility as gifts to the Church.”  
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Resources For Black Catholic Evangelization 

 

African American Catholic Youth Bible. St. Mary’s Press & the National Black 

Catholic Congress: Winona, 2015. 

Augustine, Ansel. Leveling the Praying Field: Can the Church We Love, Love Us 

 Back? Maryknoll: Orbis Books, 2022. 

Black Catholics in America. Survey of Black Catholics in America | Pew 

Research Center. 

Bowman, Thea. “The Gift of African American Sacred Song” in Lead Me, Guide 

Me: The African American Catholic Hymnal. GIA Publications, Inc.: 

Chicago, 1987. 

Braxton, Edward K. “The Catholic Church and the Black Lives Matters 

Movement: The Racial Divide in the U.S. Revisited”.  The Diocese of 

Belleville, 2016.  http://www.diobelle.org/documents/diocese/bishop/290-

racial-divide-revisited/file. 

---. “The Horizon of Possibilities “The Catholic Church and the Racial Divide in 

the United States: Old Wounds Reopened”.  The Diocese of Belleville, 

2017.  http://www.diobelle.org/our-bishop/writings/1133-the-horizon-of-

possibilities-the-catholic-church-and-the-racial-divide-in-the-united-states-

old-wounds-reopened. 

---. “The Racial Divide in the United States: A Reflection for the World Day of 

Peace 2015”. The Diocese of Belleville, 2015. 

http://www.diobelle.org/our-bishop/writings/287-bishop-braxton-writes-a-

letter-on-racial-divide-in-the-united-states. 

Brown, S.J., Joseph A.  To Stand on the Rock: Meditations on Black Catholic 

Identity. Orbis Books: Maryknoll, 1998. 

 

--- and Fernand Cheri. Sweet, Sweet Spirit: Prayer Services from the Black 

Catholic Church. Cincinnati: St. Anthony Messenger Press, 2006. 

 

Cheri, OFM, Fernand. “Let the Church Roll On”, Keynote Address, CMSM 

National Assembly, April 2020. CMSM 2020 - Bishop Fernand Cheri 

(youtube.com) 

 

https://www.pewresearch.org/religion/2022/03/15/black-catholics-in-america/
https://www.pewresearch.org/religion/2022/03/15/black-catholics-in-america/
http://www.diobelle.org/documents/diocese/bishop/290-racial-divide-revisited/file.
http://www.diobelle.org/documents/diocese/bishop/290-racial-divide-revisited/file.
http://www.diobelle.org/our-bishop/writings/1133-the-horizon-of-possibilities-the-catholic-church-and-the-racial-divide-in-the-united-states-old-wounds-reopened
http://www.diobelle.org/our-bishop/writings/1133-the-horizon-of-possibilities-the-catholic-church-and-the-racial-divide-in-the-united-states-old-wounds-reopened
http://www.diobelle.org/our-bishop/writings/1133-the-horizon-of-possibilities-the-catholic-church-and-the-racial-divide-in-the-united-states-old-wounds-reopened
http://www.diobelle.org/our-bishop/writings/287-bishop-braxton-writes-a-letter-on-racial-divide-in-the-united-states.
http://www.diobelle.org/our-bishop/writings/287-bishop-braxton-writes-a-letter-on-racial-divide-in-the-united-states.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9m7njR9cu2w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9m7njR9cu2w
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Copeland, M. Shawn, ed. Uncommon Faithfulness: The Black Catholic 

Experience.  Maryknoll: Orbis Books, 2009. 

 

-----. Enfleshing Freedom: Body, Race and Being, vol 2.  Fortress Press: 

Minneapolis, 2023. 

 

---.  Knowing Christ Crucified: The Witness of African American Religious 

Experience. Orbis Books, 2018. 

 

Davis, Cyprian. The History of Black Catholics in the United States. New York: 

 Herder & Herder, 1990. 

 

Harbor, Rawn. "Constructing an African American Catholic Liturgical Aesthetic" 

in Let It Shine: The Emergence of African American Catholic Worship by 

Mary E. McGann. New York: Fordham University Press, 2008. 

 

Harris, Kim R, M. Roger Holland, II and Kate Williams. The Fire This Time: A 

Black  Catholic Sourcebook. G.I.A.: Chicago, 2023. 

 

Hayes, Diana.  Standing in the Shoes My Mother Made. Fortress Press: 

Minneapolis, 2011. 

 

---. Trouble Don’t Last Always. The Liturgical Press: Collegeville, 1995. 

 

---. and Cyprian Davis, O.S.B., eds.  Taking Down Our Harps: Black Catholics in 

the United States. Orbis Books: Maryknoll, 1998. 

 

Heinlein, Michael, ed. Black Catholics on the Road to Sainthood. Huntington: Our 

Sunday Visitor, 2021. 

 

Howze, Joseph, et. al. “What We have Seen and Heard’: A Pastoral Letter on 

Evangelization from the Black Bishops of the United States. St. Anthony 

Messenger Press: Cincinnati, 1984. what-we-have-seen-and-heard.pdf 

(usccb.org). 

 

Institute for Black Catholic Studies at Xavier University of Louisiana.  Institute 

for Black Catholic Studies | Xavier University of Louisiana (xula.edu). 

 

“Let the Spirit Move You” in U.S. Catholic. Accessed February 3, 2024.  

http://www.uscatholic.org/articles/201403/let-spirit-move-you-28569. 

https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/cultural-diversity/african-american/resources/upload/what-we-have-seen-and-heard.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/cultural-diversity/african-american/resources/upload/what-we-have-seen-and-heard.pdf
https://www.xula.edu/ibcs/
https://www.xula.edu/ibcs/
http://www.uscatholic.org/articles/201403/let-spirit-move-you-28569
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Keep on Teaching Catechetical Resource Manual. Office of Black Catholic 

 Ministries, Archdiocese of Baltimore. 320 Cathedral Street Baltimore, 

 Maryland, 21201; obcm@archbalt.org.  

 

Massingale, Bryan. Racial Justice and the Catholic Church. Maryknoll: Orbis, 

2010. 

 

---. “To Break Bread Together We Must End the Scandal of Hunger” in U.S. 

Catholic, June 2017. Accessed July 17, 2017.  

http://www.uscatholic.org/articles/201706/break-bread-together-we-must-

end-scandal-hunger-31029. 

 

Meeting with the Black Catholic Community of New Orleans, Address of His 

Holiness John Paul II, September 12, 1987.  To the black Catholic 

community of New Orleans (September 12, 1987) | John Paul II 

(vatican.va). 

 

Moore, Cecilia. "Conversion Narratives: The Dual Experiences and Voices of 

African American Catholic Converts" in U. S. Catholic Historian, vol. 28, 

no. 1, Winter 2010, 27-40. 

 

-----., C. Vanessa White and Paul M. Marshall, S.M. Songs of Our Hearts, 

Meditations of Our Souls: Prayers for Black Catholics. Cincinnati: 

Franciscan  Media, 2006. 

 

National Association of Black Catholic Administrators. Home - NABCA 

(nabcacatholic.org) 

 

National Black Catholic Clergy Caucus. Home - NBCCC. 

 

National Black Catholic Congress. Home - National Black Catholic Congress 

Website (nbccongress.org). 

 

National Black Catholic Deacons Association.  NABCD-response-to-the-killing-

of-unarmed-Black-Men-1.pdf. 

 

National Black Catholic Seminarians Association.  NBCSA (thenbcsa.org)  

 

National Black Sisters Conference. The National Black Sisters' Conference | 

nonprofit (nbsc68.org). 

http://www.uscatholic.org/articles/201706/break-bread-together-we-must-end-scandal-hunger-31029
http://www.uscatholic.org/articles/201706/break-bread-together-we-must-end-scandal-hunger-31029
https://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/speeches/1987/september/documents/hf_jp-ii_spe_19870912_cattolici-new-orleans.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/speeches/1987/september/documents/hf_jp-ii_spe_19870912_cattolici-new-orleans.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/speeches/1987/september/documents/hf_jp-ii_spe_19870912_cattolici-new-orleans.html
https://nabcacatholic.org/
https://nabcacatholic.org/
https://nbccc.cc/
https://nbccongress.org/
https://nbccongress.org/
https://nabcd.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/NABCD-response-to-the-killing-of-unarmed-Black-Men-1.pdf
https://nabcd.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/NABCD-response-to-the-killing-of-unarmed-Black-Men-1.pdf
https://www.thenbcsa.org/
https://www.nbsc68.org/
https://www.nbsc68.org/
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National Black Catholic Youth and Young Adult Ministry. Accessed January 3, 

2024. 

https://www.facebook.com/BlackCatholicYouthYoungAdultMinistry 

 

Nutt, Maurice J. Down Deep in My Soul: An African American Catholic 

Theology of Preaching. Maryknoll: Orbis, 2023. 

 

-----. Thea Bowman: Faithful and Free. Collegeville: Liturgical Press, 2019. 

 

-----. Gregory Heille and Deborah L. Wilhelm, eds. Preaching Racial Justice. 

Maryknoll: Orbis, 2023. 

Phelps, O.P., Jamie T., ed.  Black and Catholic: The Challenge and Gift of Black 

Folk: Contributions of African American Experience and Thought to 

Catholic Theology.  Marquette University Press: Milwaukee, 1997. 

US Catholic.org – Required Reading: A Black Catholic Syllabus 

 Required reading: A Black Catholic syllabus - U.S. Catholic 

(uscatholic.org). 

United States Conference of Catholic Bishops. Ad Hoc Committee on Racism –

Ad Hoc Committee Against Racism | USCCB.   

-----. "Timely Ministry Resources for Black Catholics. Accessed February 3, 

2024.  http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/cultural-diversity/african-

american/resources/index.cfm. 

-----. The Subcommittee on African American Affairs.  African American Affairs 

| USCCB. 

 

-----. Timely Resources for Ministry with Catholics of African Descent. Timely 

Resources for Ministry with Catholics of African Descent | USCCB. 

United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB). Sr. Thea's Address to 

U.S. Bishops - YouTube. 

Uzukwu, Elochukwu E. Worship as Body Language Introduction to Christian 

Worship: An African Orientation.  Collegeville: Liturgical Press, 1997.  

https://www.facebook.com/BlackCatholicYouthYoungAdultMinistry
https://uscatholic.org/articles/202006/required-reading-a-black-catholic-syllabus/
https://uscatholic.org/articles/202006/required-reading-a-black-catholic-syllabus/
https://www.usccb.org/committees/ad-hoc-committee-against-racism
https://www.usccb.org/committees/african-american-affairs
https://www.usccb.org/committees/african-american-affairs
https://www.usccb.org/committees/african-american-affairs/timely-resources-ministry-catholics-african-descent
https://www.usccb.org/committees/african-american-affairs/timely-resources-ministry-catholics-african-descent
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uOV0nQkjuoA&t=36s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uOV0nQkjuoA&t=36s
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White, C. Vanessa. "Black Catholic Responses to Amoris Laetitia" in AMORIS 

LAETITIA: A New Momentum for Moral Formation and Pastoral Practice.  

Ed. James Keenan and Grant Gallicho, Paulist Press, 2018. 
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